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One of the most exciting initiatives under way at Alpert Medical School is the new medical education 

building.  The Corporation of Brown University has approved a preliminary plan to build a facility that will 

house classrooms, administrative offices, and other instructional spaces for the Medical School. The new 

building will afford space for the projected increase in the size of the Medical School student body and for 

innovative teaching facilities, such as a new anatomy lab and, possibly, a simulation center.  

Several sites near the South 

Providence teaching hospitals are 

under consideration. The goal is to 

choose a central location for a 

building that will foster collaboration, 

encourage increased interaction with 

our hospital partners, and create a 

concrete presence for the Medical 

School in the community. This building 

will help create even stronger links 

among our students, our faculty, and 

top health care practitioners.

Gifts to the medical education 

building will be recognized with 

appropriate naming opportunities 

within the facility.

A Home for Medical Education

Early conceptual designs for a dedicated home 
for Alpert Medical School.
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A Home for Medical Education Books and Bandwidth:  
	     The Medical Library

The Plan for Academic Enrichment acknowledges that the work of faculty 

and students in a research-intensive University requires the resources and 

support of a modern, comprehensive library network. The Division of 

Biology and Medicine is primarily served by the Sciences Library, which 

houses the medical collections and offers the expertise of subject librarians 

with extensive knowledge of science and medicine. But the library of the 

twenty-first century is no longer constrained by time or space, and much of 

the biomedical collection is now available online—anytime, anywhere.  

While the legendary fourteen-story “Sci Li” is an important touchstone 

for science concentrators and faculty on campus, the library serves a 

number of diverse constituencies with varying needs. These include 

undergraduate science concentrators, among whom biology is the most 

popular concentration offered by the University; medical students, who 

spend only the first two years on campus and the final two years training 

in the affiliated hospitals; and medical residents and clinical faculty, most 

of whom teach exclusively in hospital and community office settings. In 

fact, of the Division’s 2,413 faculty members only 210 are based on campus, 

and two-thirds of all the physicians in Rhode Island, from Woonsocket to 

Westerly, are on the faculty.

With their Brown ID, students and faculty can access thousands of online 

medical journals, textbooks, and historical images from their home, their 

office, even their favorite wired coffee shop!

Gifts to the medical collections of the Sciences Library can help Brown 

expand the number of full-text journals and books available electronically. 

This includes digitized back issues of journals that are in demand but  

often very costly.

 

“�Health information has become a 

valuable bedside resource for the 

practicing physician. This is especially 

true for our clinical faculty as they 

instruct in real time, with a patient in 

need of care in front of them. Having 

these digital resources and the support 

and expertise of library staff available 

to our clinical faculty not only benefits 

them and the patients they treat, but 

also our students.”

- �Arthur A. Frazzano, MD, MMS 
Associate Dean of Medicine for 
Clinical Faculty and Director, 
Area Health Education Center of 
Rhode Island  
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Annual, unrestricted giving is the foundation of the Campaign for Academic Enrichment. That’s because 

the initiatives set forth in the Plan for Academic Enrichment are all in motion. 

The Brown Medical Annual Fund (BMAF) is the source of much of the scholarship support offered to 

medical students since 55 percent of the Fund is earmarked for financial aid. The remainder of the Fund 

is used to support medical education initiatives, particularly the sweeping curricular changes that are 

ongoing as described in the Plan. 

The goal for the Brown Medical Annual Fund is to reach $1 million annually during the Campaign. To do 

so, alumni and parents, faculty, staff, and friends must increase their participation in annual giving. 

Year In, Year Out:  
	     Brown Medical Annual Fund

“�Our goal is to train physicians whose ability to care for 

patients is enhanced by a scholarly and intellectual approach 

that includes but also extends beyond the areas encompassed in 

the usual medical curriculum.”

-Philip A. Gruppuso, MD
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Year In, Year Out:  
	     Brown Medical Annual Fund

In the Classroom and Beyond

Reinvigorating the medical curriculum was one of the first goals set forth in 

the Plan for Academic Enrichment. A Brown medical student is much like  

a Brown undergraduate: highly individual, socially responsible, idealistic.  

How best to harmonize these qualities with the traditions of medicine and 

the basic sciences required for medical training?  

The answer is a curriculum that takes an integrated approach to basic science 

content and allows students to have early contact with patients – as early as 

their first year. One of the new courses in the curriculum, Doctoring, places 

students in a community physician’s office one half-day per week so that they 

can observe the habits of effective physicians in practice. By the end of their 

first semester, students can choose a scholarly concentration to pursue 

throughout their four years. The concept is modeled on the concentrations  

of the College.

“We intend to extend to Alpert Medical School the tradition of the individual, 

student-designed course of study that is the hallmark of the undergraduate 

experience at Brown University. As in the undergraduate College, students are 

encouraged to pursue a self-initiated course of study that focuses on areas of 

scholarship that are cross-disciplinary and sometimes non-traditional,” says 

Philip A. Gruppuso, MD, associate dean for medical education.

Students so far have selected concentrations in global health, aging, advocacy 

and activism, women’s reproductive health, freedom and rights, and medical 

ethics, among others.

Brown Medical Society

Brown Medical Society Benefactor 	 $15,000 and up

Brown Medical Society Distinguished Fellows  	 $5,000 to $14,999

Brown Medical Society Senior Fellows	 $2,500 to $4,999

Brown Medical Society Fellows	 $1,000 to $2,499

Term Scholarship	  					   

With a BMAF gift of $15,000, donors may name a scholarship fund for 

a one-year term. Donors will receive information about the student 

benefiting from their gift.
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Biology and Medicine Naming Opportunities

Endowing the Program in Public Health	 $30 million

Endowing the Deanship of Medicine and Biological Sciences	 $5 million 

Endowing the Deanship of the Program in Public Health	 $5 million

Faculty Support

Endowed Center Directorship	 $4 million

Endowed Professorship	 $3 million

Endowed Visiting Professorship	 $1.5 million

Dean’s Fund for Strategic Initiatives and Academic Support	 $100,000 and up

Department/Program Fund	 $50,000 and up

Technology and Equipment Fund	 $25,000 and up

Student Support

Endowed Graduate Fellowship	 $500,000

Endowed Dean’s Medical Scholarship	 $500,000 and up

Endowed Medical Scholarship Fund	 $100,000 and up	  

MD/PhD Scholarship Fund	 $100,000 and up

Brown Medical Annual Fund Term Scholarship	 $15,000 and up	

Medical Education Fund 	 $50,000 and up 

Facilities Naming Opportunities

Naming the Medical Education Building	 $25 million

Naming 121 South Main Street	 $20 million

Naming the Laboratories for Molecular Medicine	 $20 million

Interior spaces in each of these buildings	 $250,000 and up

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTMENT
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Sidney E. Frank Hall for Life 
Sciences, which opened in 
2006, added 169,000 square 
feet of laboratory and 
teaching space, including  
30 labs, 10 conference rooms,  
a 98-seat seminar room, and  
a 3-Tesla MRI machine.
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For more information:

Office of Biomedical Advancement
Brown University
Box 1893
Providence, RI 02912-1893

Phone: 800 662 2266
Phone: 401 863 3232
Fax: 401 863 3301
www.boldly.brown.edu
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